Avatar Meher Baba’s Circle of Friends  EIN 86-1152681


Part IV   Narrative Description of Your Activities

Avatar Meher Baba Circle of Friends, Inc. (hereinafter, “The Circle” or “Organization”) is an all-volunteer organization that received its Certificate of Incorporation from the State of South Carolina as a “religious corporation” on August 11, 2007 (See Articles of Incorporation and Certificate of Incorporation in Exhibit Portfolio ). In the fall of 2005 the Organization started as a non-incorporated  association of Baba Lovers called the Grand Stand Meher Baba Group and received a Federal Tax ID number. Its initial mission was to assist victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Wilma by, among other things, supplying books, CD’s and tapes to Baba Lovers who had lost their possessions in those catastrophes (see Exhibit 12b).    The Circle’s By-Laws (Exhibit 3), adopted by the Membership at the First Annual Meeting on December 10, 2006, set forth the Mission and Purposes of the Organization in Article I. At that time our Federal ID number was amended to reflect our new name (Exhibit 5). 

The overarching goal of The Circle is to strive “…to remember Avatar Meher Baba through love, fellowship and service to one and all.”  This goal is particularized through five means to fulfill it (Article 2.2 (a though e)) as follows:

a) In cooperation with others similarly disposed: providing help and loving support to those in need regardless of their race, creed, national origin, disability, sex, gender identity, lifestyle, politics, religious or spiritual persuasion, social or economic status, or worldly attainment;

b) In cooperation with others similarly disposed, making publicly available to those who may be interested, the history and particulars of Avatar Meher Baba’s advent;

c) Where feasible and appropriate considering the autonomy of the two organizations, providing support to the Meher Spiritual Center, Inc. in its vital work;

d) Sponsoring community activities to encourage and strengthen fellowship among Baba Lovers and other sincere seekers of God;

e) Undertaking other activities that make available Avatar Meher Baba’s message to humanity of love, spiritual awakening, selfless service and “Mastery in Servitude”.

Moreover, The Circle’s structure set forth in the By-Laws parallels its goals. There are directors of service, fellowship, education/community liaison, among others, and standing committees to accomplish work in these areas. Generically, the Organization’s activities both past and in the future have been or will be centered on carrying out service, fellowship, educational and charitable activities within the community of Baba Lovers, i.e., those who profess to follow the teachings of Avatar Meher Baba, and within the wider community of the Grand Strand area of South Carolina. An understanding of the personage of Meher Baba and the spectrum of The Circle’s typical activities, which are devoted to his memory, is visible by viewing our Website at (see http://www.ambcircleoffriends.com).
Examples of Service Activities include, but are not limited to:

A. The Circle spends a considerable time and effort as a communication medium, through its Website (http://www.ambcircleoffriends.com/) and earlier Yahoo Group; e-mail blasts, flyer distributions (see Exhibit Portfolio) and automated telephone calls. These are undertaken to alert persons in the Baba Community to service needs and opportunities of all types so that, as individuals, they can respond with “selfless service’ if they desire. Our communications range the gamut from letting others know of persons needing an apartment or meals or a job to those wanting to do spiritual service by assisting in a prayer or memorial service. The Circle also serves the wider communication needs of the community in this regard by “passing along” announcements of all types that it receives from various Baba Lovers, service organizations and others. None of the service or charitable work done by The Circle is remarkable, but fits within the typical kinds of eleemosynary activities performed by most non-profit, religious, spiritual or charitable groups seeking to meet the human and spiritual needs of their communities. 
B. The Circle has given food, transportation and limited financial aid to the sick and those of limited means or mobility. We continue this work through contributions to other 501(c)(3) organizations, such as the Phoenix Renaissance, Inc.
C.  The Circle facilitates learning (see Exhibit 9g) and social activities (e.g. Exhibit 7c, 8e-f-g, 9 d-e-f) within the Baba Community and elsewhere; it donates monies to support other charitable 501(c)(3) organizations, including the Meher Spiritual Center, Inc.; Habitat for Humanity; The Community Kitchen of Myrtle Beach; Pumpkin House Orphanage of Meherabad, India.

The Circle’s Fellowship activities include the following (See Exhibit Portfolio): 
A. Monthly Prayer gatherings which include group and individual singing and sacred literature and poetry readings.

B. Holding Dhuni celebrations, which are devotional observance centered around a sacred fire, on the 12th of most months (Exhibits 8h, Dhuni, 11d Arti)
C. Meetings, generally on the third Sunday of each month, to view movies and other videos on spiritual topics called “Video Days” (see Exhibits 9ef).
D. Special events to bring Baba Lovers and others together in friendship, such as  Monthly Birthday  Parties, dances (see Exhibit 6e, 7c, 8e-f-g, 9d, 10c, 11b-c-d), ;
E. Supporting a community garden project and helping individuals to start home gardens (see Exhibit 13a);
F.  Holding Thanksgiving and Christmas parties (see Exhibit 6e); 
G. Holding our Annual Meeting and Dinner (see Exhibits 6c, 7a, 8a-b-c, 9a, 10a, 11a) which takes place in December of each year (and at which the members elect the directors, in accordance with The Circle’s By-Laws and hear other matters of interest). 

Educational activities include: 
A. Facilitating presentations and workshops on health matters, such as hospice, palliative care, grief and loss; advance directives (see Exhibit 9g); mental health; sustainability and the spiritual path;
B. Assisting persons to get access to healthcare services through the Benefits Checkup program of the AARP  http://www.ambcircleoffriends.com/resources.html; 
C. Maintaining an official website with informational links on a variety of matters (see http://www.ambcircleoffriends.com/meherbabalinks.html) and links to an electronic bulletin board; 
D. Donating literature by and about Avatar Meher Baba to libraries and other interested parties (see Exhibit 12b);
E. Maintaining a lending library of books and videos on spiritual topics see Exhibit 11f, also  http://ambcircleoffriends.com/circlelibrarylist.html).
Part V 

2. b. Do you have a business relationship with any of your officers...

In the past, A. Gerald Edwards, President, has billed the Circle, under the business name CompIntel, for IT services related to managing the web site and robo-phone service. He is reimbursed for fees and phone minutes and bills labor at 25% of cost, total cost currently less than $ 50.00 per month. As of 2012, he will now donate this service at no cost. 

7. a. Do you or will you purchase any goods, services, or assets from any of your officers...

In the past, IT Services from A. Gerald Edwards (see 2.b. above)

8. b. -f.  Describe any leases, contracts, loans, or other agreements with your officers...

In the past, A. Gerald Edwards, President, oral agreement, with prior Board approval of invoiced IT services. (see 2.b. above)
Part VI

1a. In carrying out your exempt purposes, do you provide goods, services, or funds to individuals? 

From time to time, The Circle does provide goods and services to individuals through the donation of free meals to the sick or infirm. While, oftentimes, the actual cost of the meals, as well as their delivery and preparation, is born by individuals without expense to the Circle, on occasion, the Circle has taken on the function for, at most, a few weeks at a time. This was especially true prior to 2009 (see Exhibit 8d). Since then for practical and liability reasons, for the most part, we have ceased providing direct aid of this nature. However, by approval of the Board of Directors, in extraordinary or dire circumstances, the Circle maintains an emergency authorization to assist with aid or loans equal to a maximum of 20% of the monies we have on hand at the time.  All such disbursements must be approved by the Board of Directors. We have a Policy (Policy 1—See Exhibit 4) to assist us in evaluating the merit of projects we fund or undertake.

1b. In carrying out your exempt purposes, do you provide goods, services, or funds to organizations? 

As the general Part IV summary describes, The Circle’s Service, Fellowship, Educational and Outreach activities have all, from time to time provided goods, services and funds to other non-profit, 501(c)(3) organizations, such Phoenix Renaissance, Inc.; Habitat for Humanity; the Meher Spiritual Center, Inc  (see Exhibit 7d); and others.  Such gifts are all part of our mission to remember Avatar Meher Baba through love, fellowship and service to one and all. Our By-Laws and Policy 1 of our Policy and Procedures Manual give a general framework for the types of activities that we will support with goods and services. All expenditures are approved by the Board of Directors and accounted for. Since the Circle’s Annual Budget has averaged less than $5000.00, donations at any one time have been relatively small—in the $50.00 to $300.00 range. 

Part VIII 

4a. A fundraising letter is written and distributed by mail, e-mail or automatic phone call    message. Personal solicitations are made at Circle events or individually by directors or members.

4. d. List the states and local jurisdictions in which you conduct fundraising.

Primarily, we only raise funds in the immediate area Myrtle Beach, SC, i.e. Horry County, SC and to a lesser degree, Brunswick County, NC. Only occasionally, do we raise funds for the Meher Spiritual Center usually as a joint project. Because visitors from all over the world and the USA visit the Meher Spiritual Center, we may receive occasional donations from other areas but we do not actively fundraise in those areas. At present, other organizations do not fundraise on our behalf. 
11. Do you or will you accept contributions of real property...or collectibles of any type?

We hold fundraising yard sales (see Exhibit 10b) and occasionally auctions (see Exhibit 7d) to sell donated items, including typical yard sale type items along with specialty items, e.g., photographs, artworks and archival items, related to Avatar Meher Baba and his close disciples. Donated items become the property of the Circle. Unsold items are held for sale at a later date or are donated to another 501(c)(3) charity. 
13. b. Describe how your grants, loans, or other distributions further your exempt purposes?

As earlier described, we have donated monies to 501(c) (3) non-profit organizations such as  Habitat for  Humanity, the Meher Spiritual Center, Inc; Pumpkin House Orphanage and others whose mission and purpose is consistent with the Circle’s mission.
13d.
  Organization




Relationship





Meher Spiritual Center 

similar mission & some mutual members


Avatar Meher Baba Perpetual 

Public Trust



similar mission

             
Phoenix Renaissance



similar mission



  

Race Path Community Association

similar mission
Pumpkin House Orphanage


similar mission
The Little Garden Ministry


similar mission
Habitat for Humanity



similar mission
Coastal Rescue Mission


similar mission
Touch of Love




similar mission
Humane Society of North Myrtle Beach
similar mission
13e. Checkbook and acknowledgement letters

13g. Describe your procedures for oversight of distributions that assure you the resources are used to further your exempt purposes, including whether you require periodic and final reports on the use of resources.

All these organizations are reputable, established and designated IRS 501(c) (3) non-profits. Furthermore, all do charitable work that is compatible with The Circle’s mission to remember Avatar Meher Baba through love, fellowship and service to one and all. We have no formal “granting” requirements and, given the diminutive size of our all-volunteer organization, such measures would be needlessly cumbersome and time-consuming. The Board of Directors evaluates each donation (i.e. grant) on a case-by-case basis in keeping with our mission and our own understanding of the circumstances surrounding the need.  We attach no “reporting” conditions to the donations because we trust that established and reputable non-profits will use any received funds appropriately as they are required to do by Federal and South Carolina law. Finally, because of personal knowledge of the work of many of these non-profits, such as the Meher Spiritual Center, we can actually see how our funds and those of others have been appropriately used.

14. Do you have a close connection with any organizations?
We have a connection with the Meher Spiritual Center. Many of our members are also members of Meher Spiritual Center and both are dedicated to Avatar Meher Baba.  Our By-laws define our relationship in item 2.2 c. “Where feasible and appropriate considering the autonomy of the two organizations, providing support to the Meher Spiritual Center, Inc. in its vital work.”
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